Traumatic lower extremity arteriovenous fistulae in children.
Traumatic arteriovenous fistulae are rare injuries in the pediatric population. Most are caused by penetrating injuries or are post-surgical in nature. Fistulae resulting from non-penetrating injuries are often missed early in the course of physical examination. This occurs due to the absence of clinical signs of arterial or venous injury, despite the close proximity of the affected vessels to point of injury. Likewise, signs and symptoms of post-surgical vascular injury may be difficult to discern from normal postoperative discomfort. The astute clinician must be on alert for unusual presentations of vascular injury to intervene in an expeditious manner. This article presents a series of vascular complications following either blunt injury or surgical management of the lower extremity in children who presented to our facility between November 2004 and December 2005.